
 

    Foundation Board Meeting 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Full Board Session: 3:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday – June 25, 2014  
 

Meeting Location(See map)   
Cravens Student Services Multi-Purpose Room 

    
 

BOARD PACKETS ARE REQUIRED AT EVERY MEETING. 
Please bring yours. 

 
 

Our Mission: 
The mission of the Foundation is to enhance the quality of education by advancing the 
College of the Desert through building relationships, securing philanthropic support and 
stewarding assets.    
 
Our Vision: 
To positively impact the lives of students who are striving to achieve a purposeful 
education and to enhance the communities of the Coachella Valley and the region. 
 
Core Values: 
 Accountability 
 Integrity 
 Service Excellence 
 Trust 
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Board of Directors 

June 25, 2014 
Cravens Multi-Purpose Room 

3:00 – 5:00p.m. 
AGENDA 

 
(**Board action required) 

 

1) Call to Order   

 

2) Public Invitation to speak as per the Brown Act 

 

3) Campus Security Officer Weigel and Officer Birky will report on the conference the FDN paid  

for on their behalf. 

 

4) Introduction of new board member Dan Martinez 

 

5) **Approval of May 28, 2014 Board Meeting Minutes……………..…………………………. Page: 1 

 

6) Financials Review – George Holliday 

**Approval of Financials May 31, 2014 ………………………….………………………. Page: 4 

 

7) Finance Committee Report – Suz Hunt 

 

8) Operating procedures during summer months – Jim Hummer 

 

9) Group discussion at May 28, 2014 Board meeting– Donna Jean Darby…………… Page: 11 

 

10) Foundation Information Items: 

a) College of the Desert President – Joel Kinnamon 

b) Foundation Executive Director – Jim Hummer 

c) Academic Senate President – Doug Redman 

d) COD Trustee – Michael O’Neill 

e) Academic Angels – Jan Harnik 

f) Development Directors – Jan Hawkins  

g) Development Directors -  Peter Sturgeon 

h) Foundation Board President – Donna Jean Darby 

i) Response to Community Involvement Requests 

 

11) New Business 

 

12) Adjournment 



 
 

 
  

Executive Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, May 28, 2014 – 2:30p.m. 

Cravens Multi-Purpose Room 
 

M I N U T E S  
 

Members Present 
Joan Busick, Norma Castaneda, Peggy Cravens, Donna Jean Darby, Marge Dodge, Diane Gershowitz, Brian 
Holcombe, Lisa Howell, Suz Hunt, Dr. Joel Kinnamon, Donna MacMillan,  Mark Nickerson, Michael O’Neill, 
Douglas Redman, Dominique Shwe,  Sally Simonds, Kate Spates, Larry Spicer. 
 
Members Absent: 
Carol Ammon, Bob Archer, John Benoit, Jim Carona, Dr. Kinnamon, Penny Mason, JoAnn McGrath, Dr. 
Chuck Monell, Douglas Redman, Dr. Jane Saltonstall, Arlene Schnitzer, Marcia Stein. 
 
Staff/Guests 
Jim Hummer, Jan Hawkins, Peter Sturgeon, Pam Hunter, George Holliday, Kippy Laflame 
 
Call to Order 
Donna Jean Darby called the meeting to order at 2:30p.m.  
 
Brown Act Invitation for Public Comment 
No cards were submitted from the public 
 
Marketing Committee  
From 2:30 to 3:00 Jim Hummer reviewed the draft marketing budget hand-out. 
 
Approval of Executive Committee Minutes as distributed 
It was M/S/C Diane Gershowitz/Mark Nickerson to approve the April 30, 2014 Meeting Minutes. 
 
Approval of Board Meeting Minutes as distributed 
It was M/S/C Kate Spates/Donna MacMillan to approve the April 30, 2014 Meeting Minutes. 
 
Financial Review & Discussion – George Holliday 
It was M/S/C Larry Spicer/Mark Nickerson to approve the April financials as distributed 
 
Proposed Operating 2014-2015 Budget Review & Discussion – Jim Hummer 
It was M/S/C Kate Spates/Mark Nickerson (Dominique Shwe recused herself as a Desert Sun employee) to 
approve the Operating Budget as presented with the following amendments:  
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Finance Committee Report – Suz Hunt 
Suz will be meeting with both investor groups to review: fees, benchmarking, report structure and to 
discuss their opinions on our returns. 
It was M/S/C Norma Castaneda/Mark Nickerson to approve the May 14, 2014 meeting minutes as 
distributed 
 
Marketing Committee Report – Kate Spates 
Amendments to how marketing line items appear on budget, specifically:  
It was M/S/C Suz Hunt/Peggy Cravens to approve the May 21, 2014 meeting minutes as distributed 
 
Resource & Development Committee Report – Dr. Jane Saltonstall 
Donna Jean Darby reviewed the meeting outcomes as Dr. Saltonstall was absent. 
It was M/S/C Marge Dodge/Norma Castaneda to approve the May 15, 2014 meeting minutes as distributed 
 
Small Group Discussion 
The Board members were split into 2 groups to discuss the following questions: 

1) What did the FDN do well this last year? 

2) What could we do better as a Foundation? 

3) What would you like to accomplish next year? 

The notes will be transcribed and presented at next month’s board meeting. 
 
Foundation Information Items: 

a) College of the Desert President - Dr. Kinnamon was not present to report 
b) Academic Senate President - Douglas Redman was not present to report 
c) COD Trustee O’Neill reported on the PSA graduation.  He suggested that the Board of Directors 

should watch the PSA video at one of our meetings. 
d) Academic Angels - Jan Harnik reported on upcoming strategy and brainstorming meetings to 

develop next season’s events. 
e) Development Directors: 

 Jan Hawkins reported on the Changing Lives Campaign and the response from our internal 
family here on campus.  Jan’s summer projects will be  to reach out to lapsed donors and 
helping in the development of the Annual campaign. 

 Peter Sturgeon will be concentrating his efforts on Business Council memberships and 
scholarships.  He reported that B of A just awarded us a $15,000 grant and that the Foundation 
is on their Top 75 Non-Profit list in California. 

f) Donna Jean Darby read the proclamation that was presented to the Foundation at the May 16, 2014 
Trustee meeting. She also commented on several items submitted that we are waiting for 
resolution from the College: Proposed By-Laws, Master Agreement and the College Priorities. 

g) Discussion on the importance of attracting new board members that would better reflect the 
ethnicity of our community. 
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h) Joan Busick commented on the Foundation and Board revitalization. She commended Jim 
Hummer’s leadership skills in achieving these successes. 

 
 
 
New Business 
Dan Martinez was presented as candidate for admittance to the Foundation Board 
It was M/S/C Mark Nickerson/Larry Spicer to accept Dan Martinez as a Foundation Board member 
 
Adjourned 4:25 pm 
 
Minutes taken by Kippy Laflame Executive Assistant 
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